An overview of periodontal surgical procedures.
It is obvious from the foregoing that there are many technical approaches to periodontal surgery. The mere presence of a periodontal pocket of a cerain depth as the major indicator for surgery is not as steadfast as once believed. Other criteria such as hemorrhage and exudate must also be used in evaluating the need for surgery. The decision on which approach to use remains with the therapist and the individual situation which he/she is faced. However, in the past decade it has become increasingly clear that the need for so-called more advanced surgical procedures is not as important to the control of periodontal diseases as was once thought. Regardless, it is also clear that some form of surgical intervention, as defined by this paper, is still necessary to interrupt the sequence of events that make up the pathogenesis of periodontal disease that leads to eventual tooth loss. This paper has reviewed and evaluated some of the current procedures available to the therapist in the surgical approach to therapy.